
Approved Toys 

 

 

One of the most important things to have while raising a puppy is toys! Labrador Retrievers 

and Golden Retrievers are two breeds that both love to chew. These are the toys that are acceptable to 

give to your future USVSD service dog. (Please supervise puppies with any new toys as both breeds can 

still occasionally tear off pieces of approved toys) 

Kongs 

These hard, rubber chews are one of our favorite ways to entertain our pups! Kongs can also 

be filled with peanut butter to make them more enticing. Always check peanut butter 

ingredients for the artificial sweeter xylitol, which is poisonous to dogs and found in 

some peanut butters. Kongs come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and durability options. 

Please make sure any Kong that you buy is five inches or longer.  

Nylabones 

These are hard, durable chews that can be left with a puppy in the kennel 

without supervision. When looking on labels, find ones that say 

“Durachew”, “non-edible for power chewers”, and packages that show 

larger breeds of dogs (smaller bones can be used while the puppy is little, but should be 

removed as the puppy continues to grow and the bone can be swallowed). Benebone is also a 

competiotor that offers similar products. 

Flexible Bones 

These bones are usually made out of soft, sturdy, and flexible rubber. There is no particular 

brand from which to get these from, but puppies should be monitored with these types of 

bones and cannot be left in a kennel alone with them. 

Rubber Balls 

These are a great item for interactive play! Jolly balls are a great way to practice 

controlled retrievals and to have fun play sessions indoors (we don’t recommend 

tennis balls as they can damage the enamel of your dog’s teeth). These come in a 

variety of sizes and colors. Puppies should be supervised while playing with 

these toys. 

Plush and Ropes Toys 

These toys can be easily destroyed, and pieces can be easily swallowed, 

so puppies should be under close supervision when enjoying them. Once 

the play session has ended, the toy should be removed. Before giving the toy 

to the puppy, make sure to remove plastic eyes or buttons. 

TOYS NOT ALLOWED 

Antler of any kind, rawhide bones or real bones, any sort of animal part [hooves, ear, etc.( these 

can carry E.coli )], greenies of any type, toys with bells or easily detachable pieces, and human 

items (socks, shoes, towels, blankets, etc.).  


