
Relieving Guidelines 

 
 

 

 One of the most important foundational behaviors in any dog is potty training. Service 

dogs, in particular, need to be able to relieve on command so that accidents can be avoided in the 

public. With these guidelines, you will be able to set yourself up for success with your puppy. 

 

2-6 Months: 

To ensure all puppies know how to potty on leash, puppies from 2-6 months must be on 

leash at ALL times when relieving (even if you have a fenced in yard). When giving the puppy 

an opportunity to “Go Potty”, you should stand in one place and wait for the puppy to relieve 

themselves. Once the puppy has relieved themselves, mark this action by clicking a clicker or by 

saying the marker word, “Nice”/”Yes.” For the first 2 weeks of having a new puppy, allow them 

around 10 opportunities to relieve themselves throughout the day. By using the Potty-Training 

Chart, you will be able to notice a pattern on when the puppy typically uses the bathroom. 

Slowly eliminate the times not used every day until you are down to 6-9 opportunities. If you are 

taking the puppy to play in the yard, they should be given the opportunity to “Go Potty” before 

being released to play.  

If a puppy potties without being given the command to relieve themselves, it is considered an 

accident and should NOT be rewarded even if it is outside. 

Tips: 

- Puppies typically need to potty after waking up, after indoor playtime, and meals. 

- While kenneled, a puppy can typically hold off on relieving themselves for 1 hour more 

than their age in months (Example: 3 months + 1 = 4 hours). 

- Ensure the puppy potties before you put them in the crate, especially at night. This will 

allow you to know when they are whining to relive themselves and when they are just 

whining out of frustration.  

-Take water up around 3 hours before bedtime to help them sleep through the night. 

-Potty all dogs before entering a public area. 

-Keep outings during this stage around 30 minutes to avoid accidents.  
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7+ Months: 

 Puppies from 7 months on will be allowed to learn to potty off leash if you have a fenced 

yard (if you do not have a yard, please continue leash relieving). When taking them out, you 

should go to your normal spot and give them the “Go Potty” command. Mark this action by 

clicking a clicker or by saying the marker word, “Nice”/”Yes.”  Dogs at this age should be given 

4-8 opportunities to relieve themselves during the day. 

 

These are general guidelines. Every dog is different, but this process will ensure you have 

created a solid foundation for the dog when returning for formal training. 

 

Remember if a puppy has an accident in public it is your responsibility to keep a 

cleanup kit on you! 

 

 

 


